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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

IT K REAL CHIGAGO VOICES

Help CPS students overcome barriers to learning

he Sun-Times series about
I the impact of violence on

children in the Chicago
Public Schools system put the
| spotlight on an issue that we en-
counter every day. Communities -
in Schools of Chicage works with
CPS to identify and address social
and emotional barriers to learn-
ing. Last year, 90 percent of our
more than 150 partner scheols
prioritized violence prevention,
conflict résolution and healthy de-
cision-making as services they
| most need in their schools. This is
- not restricted to specific neigh-
borhoods or to students who have -
persohally experienced gun vio-
lence —our schools are ik 59 of
Chiecago’s 77 communities.

" The stories rightly discussed
the importance of nonacademic
programming as part of the solu-
ton: “The school has to be the vil-
lage for these kids.” o

By connecting existing commu-
nity resources with schools, we
are building that village. There
are nonprofits, government agen-
cies, cultural institutions and L E : -
other community-based organiza-  chjcago Police cars line up outside a Chicago public school in April. | SCOTT STEWART~SUN-TIMES
tions eager to provide free pro- t ) -
gramming in schools. Communi-  ;
ties in Schools of Chicago links
them with the students who most
need their help and trains all
partners to build sustainable rela-
tionships. During the 2007-2008
school year, we connected more
than 20,000 children with arts en-
richment and more than 15,000
with viclence-prevention educa-
tion. With this Sun-Times series,
we hope more people will become
aware of the challenges facing our
public school system and work
with us to serve even more stu-
dents.

Jane Mentzinger,
executive director,
Communities in Schools
" of Chicago
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