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Communities I n Schools of Chicago Honors School and Community Partners
2011 Awards Presented for Longstanding Leadership, Vision and Support of Students

Chicago, IL, May 12, 2011— Communities In Schodl€bicago (CISC) honored its five and 10-year sthoo
and community partners today at its annual PaReeognition Breakfast at U.S. Cellular Field. B9d1
awards were presented to long-serving partnershakie worked with Communities In Schools of Chicémo
bring essential programs and services to addreswitical social and emotional needs of tens ofitands of

Chicago public school students.

In announcing the awards, Communities In Schoofsto€ago’s Executive Director Jane Mentzinger
celebrated the partners as “heroes.” She saidCI8C, we thrive because of your leadership, visiod
perseverance. Together, we are a formidable téasmart network of schools, community organizatiand
businesses. Together, we have our sights set dimgathort of helping our children succeed in stkhoand in

life.”

The keynote speaker was Cook County Sheriff Tont,Ddrose department has been a 15-year CISC partner
He echoed Mentzinger’s praise for the school leadad community partners. “You're making our comityun
so much stronger, so much better, because youdralferoes,” he said. The County Sheriff's Depantnfas
been at the center of a collaboration between la#areement officials, communities, and schoolsddrass
violence in and around schools. This comes on ¢e¢siof a recent Communities In Schools of Chicagort

— “Understanding Violent Prevention Priorities ihi€ago’s Public Schools” — which found that violenc

prevention programming is the No. 1 priority ofrimipals.

The 10-Year Partner Community Honorees are: Altares, Inc.; Chicago Department of Public Health’'s
Adolescent Health Program; Erie Neighborhood Holrgernational Music Foundation; Rainbow House;,and

Youth Outreach Services.

The 10-Year Partner School Honorees are: Jane Asl&@@@mentary School; Avondale Elementary School;
Beasley Academic Magnet Center; Eliza Chappell Elgiary School; Dewey Academy of Fine Arts; W.E.B.
DuBois Elementary School; Galileo Scholastic Acagieathan Goldblatt Elementary School; Friedrichnla
Elementary School; Little Village Academy; Horakitay Community Academy; Pilsen Community Academy;



Florence B. Price School of Fine Art; Jesse Shedntlementary School; Wendell Smith Elementary Sthoo
Harriet Beecher Stowe Elementary School; and. Wigishin Irving Elementary School.

Over the course of the partnerships, CISC has Helpkools identify their most pressing needs — fvtence
prevention education and mental health progranastsoenrichment programs - which they often cannot
address because of limited resources. CISCproaitte matched the schools with community organizattbat

delivered the programs at no costs to the schools.

The recognition breakfast also featured a speuwiatéto CISC’s Mentzinger for her 10 years of seg\as
executive director. Under her leadership, more tt3600 connections have been made between scmmbls

community partners serving more than 250,000 Cloigagplic school students.

HiH#

About Communities | n Schools of Chicago: Communities In Schools of Chicago (CISC) connedtk&yo Public
School students with programs and services theg the#t their schools often cannot provide. Frowlthe
promotion and arts enrichment, to mental healthvaolénce prevention, the services that CISC littkstudents are
provided at no cost to schools. During the 20092€chool year, CISC connected services to moreGB8z2000
students at more than 160 schools. Founded in, X98Z is a non-profit affiliate of Communities $thools, Inc.,
the nation’s largest dropout prevention organizatdore information can be foundatvw.chicagocis.org
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