








Founded in 2001, The Brinson Foundation’s purpose is to 

“support educational, public health and scientific research 

programs that engage, inform and inspire committed 

citizens to confront the challenges that face humanity.” 

Since 2005, Brinson has supported Communities In Schools 

of Chicago’s (CISC) Vision Project, which connects Chicago 

Public School (CPS) students with free vision screenings 

and glasses.

Julie Walther, senior program officer at The Brinson 

Foundation, shared insight about the foundation and its 

relationship with CISC.

What is the Brinson Foundation’s giving philosophy?

The Brinson Foundation seeks to support work where 

people impacted by a problem are motivated to be part 

of the solution. We look for approaches that have an 

entrepreneurial edge and strategies that are more than 

charity models.

How does the Brinson Foundation address the needs 

faced by CPS students?

We recognize the huge gaps that exist in the lives of 

CPS students. We try to identify grantees that have the 

best chance of improving the lives of young people. Our 

grantees are the community experts and in the position to 

work on the issues that confront CPS students and 

their families.

What does the Brinson Foundation value in your public 

health program?

We have a variety of interests in the public health arena, 

but much of it revolves around youth health issues, 

particularly those that are addressed through school-

based programs. For example, we fund the CISC Vision 

Project because we believe good eye sight is fundamental 

to school success. The majority of public health grants 

are about keeping young people in their learning 

communities and fully engaged.

How does CISC stand out as a partner?

CISC has been a wonderful partner because we value their 

innovation and problem-solving skills. They are constantly 

looking for new and better ways to do their work. As 

challenges arise in their efforts to get vision screenings 

and eye glasses to as many young people as possible, they 

have figured out new strategies and approaches to solve 

the problem. 
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As part of CISC’s vision project, students like these receive eye exams and glasses at local LensCrafters 
stores.
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Student Safety and Bullying
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CISC FYI: Violence Prevention in Schools
Communities In Schools of Chicago (CISC) has released a special report on the pressing areas of concern 
about violence from the perspectives of students, teachers, counselors and principals. “Understanding 
Violence Prevention Priorities in Chicago’s Public Schools” offers keen insights into the need for a wide 
spectrum of programs for students, including dating violence prevention, bullying prevention and conflict 
resolution programs. The new report is available at www.chicagocis.org.
 
Below is data from the Personal Health Inventory (PHI), an anonymous online health assessment that 
measures student knowledge, behavior and attitude in several areas. CISC administers the PHI to select 
schools in our network annually, collecting more than 4,000 student responses during the past three years. 
The findings indicate that, while a majority of students always feel safe at home and at school, fewer than 
25 percent of students always feel safe in their neighborhoods.

“We want all our students to feel 
safe. Teachers at our school utilize 
anti-bullying tools to provide ‘on the 
spot’ techniques. These allow them 
to immediately attend to bullying, 
creating a safer environment for our 
students and staff.” 

– Joy Westendorf, Physical Education 	
   Teacher, Skinner Elementary

“Members within and outside the school 
must work together to deflect and resolve 
these unwanted confrontations. Schools 
need to empower bystanders to stand 
up for their peers and prohibit a power 
dominance. Bullying continues to be a 
problem across all ages, and this issue 
should never be overlooked.” 

– Ricardo Aguinaga, Social Worker,  
   Perspectives/IIT Math & Science Academy

Why is addressing bullying a priority at your school?
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Joseph Jungman Elementary School
Jungman School, a 14-year Communities In 
Schools of Chicago (CISC) partner in the Pilsen 
neighborhood, was looking for a long-term 
program to address arts enrichment and cultural 
awareness. In response, CISC helped the school 
find a unique community partner, Andrea Else. Ms. 
Else is an individual teaching artist who received 
a neighborhood arts program grant to be able to 
provide programming to schools. She led Jungman 
students in a six-week after-school program 
focused on Romani music and culture.

Twenty Jungman students explored musical 
fundamentals such as elements of rhythm and 
harmony during the interactive lessons with 
professional musicians. They also explored the 
diversity of Romani peoples in India, Turkey, 
France, Spain and Eastern Europe. Students were 
even guided to create their own original song!

Columbia Explorers Academy and 
Benjamin Mays Academy
This holiday season, DeVry, Inc., provided 
requested resources to two partner schools: 
Columbia Explorers and Mays. At Columbia 
Explorers, where 98 percent of students are from 
low-income families, bookbags, art supplies, 
globes, soccer balls, and paperback books topped 
their holiday wish list. At Mays, a school that 
promotes recreational opportunities for students, 
requests included basketballs, footballs, computer 
software, and a digital camera for the school. 
Dr. Patricia McCann, principal at Mays, expressed 
her deep appreciation for the gifts. “We’re going 
to use the gifts to reward students for academic 
performance, attendance, and good citizenship.”

Charles Holden Elementary School
At the start of the new year, Charla Waxman of 
Linden Oaks Behavioral Health Center, offered 
an informative mental health presentation to 
Holden’smiddle school students. According to Dr. 
Waxman, open conversation reduces stigma and 
reminds students that there is help to be found 
when suffering from depression, self-mutilation, 
or other mental health issues. 
 
This information can be crucial for parents as well. 
Less than a week after the student presentation, 
Dr. Waxman presented a complementary program 
to the school’s parents, helping to bring the 
message home.  Mary Esposito, social worker 
at Holden, notes, “If families can learn about 
access to resources and have someone who can 
better explain mental health issues to them, they 
have a better picture of what’s out there.”  For 
parent programs, Holden offers simultaneous 
interpretation in both Cantonese and Spanish in 
order to serve all of the parents in this diverse 
Bridgeport neighborhood.

School Highlights
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Students from Mays Academy show off many of the gifts that they received from DeVry, Inc.
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	 CISC helps schools connect violence 
	 prevention programs	
	
	 CISC community partner Hazelden Foundation 
	 provides school-wide bullying prevention
	
	 Communities In Schools President Dan Cardinali 
	 speaks at CISC annual meeting

See inside for:

Imagination Theater, recipient of this year’s Al Ward Spirit of Giving 
Award, performs their award-winning “No Secrets” show at CISC partner 
Sherman Elementary.


