






Research shows that student participation in the arts leads to increased academic proficiency. The Chicago Guide for Teaching and 
Learning in the Arts, produced by the Chicago Public Schools Office of Arts Education, lists the following benefits: 

•	 “When compared with students who lack arts instruction, high school students with multiple years of arts classes outperform their 
peers in both the verbal and math portions of the SAT.” 

•	 “Low-income students involved in orchestra or band are more than twice as likely to perform at the highest levels in math as their 
peers who are not involved in music.” 

•	 “Students who study dance score higher than non-dancers on measures of creative thinking, especially in the categories of fluency, 
originality, and abstract thought.” 

Arts enrichment programs are consistently ranked as one of the top needs at CISC partner schools.
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Arts Education

What is the impact of having arts enrichment programs at your school?

Arthur Libby Elementary
For the last two years, CHILL has provided 
snowboarding lessons and character education to 
students at Libby. CISC connected Libby to CHILL in 
2008, and the program has been a success with 
students ever since. Once a week for six weeks each 
winter, a small group of students travel to a ski resort 
near Lisle, IL, and are able to experience an 
environment vastly different from their urban 
New City neighborhood.

Sara Vail, Libby’s social worker, uses the program as an 
incentive for students to keep up their attendance and 
grades. Vail also believes CHILL provides benefits far 
beyond just the snowboarding lessons, saying, 
“Participation in the CHILL program... builds the 
students’ self esteem as they become better at the 
sport and conquer the challenges it presents.” 

Oliver Westcott Elementary
At the beginning of the school year, Dr. Sherron Bibbie, Assistant Principal at Westcott, chose to enlist the help of 
CISC and the Personal Health Inventory (PHI), a web-based health assessment, to identify the top needs of her 
students. Dr. Bibbie assumed her students were already knowledgeable about HIV/AIDS awareness and nutrition. 
She was surprised when the survey showed a need for more programming in these areas. “Once we reviewed the 
PHI results, we realized they were not well-informed and needed guidance and instruction in those areas.”

 CISC then connected Westcott with the University of Illinois Extension’s nutrition program and the Gilead 
Foundation for comprehensive sex education. To measure these programs’ effectiveness, Westcott students will take 
the PHI post-test this spring. According to Dr. Bibbie, “The post-test results allow us to gauge whether or not students 

have increased their knowledge.”

Galileo Scholastic Academy
Recently, Christine Lewis, the guidance counselor at Galileo, approached the school’s art teacher about a new arts 
enrichment program at Marwen, which educates under-served students through the visual arts. “Our art teacher was 
thrilled because she was familiar with the quality of Marwen’s programs,” said Ms. Lewis. CISC connected two Galileo 
students to an intensive arts course at Marwen. The art teacher selected two students who exhibited an exceptional 
interest in the arts to attend the eight-session Saturday program. There, students receive comprehensive, in-depth 
instruction in a wide range of media including painting and drawing, ceramics and sculpture, printmaking, 

and technology.

Ms. Lewis is grateful for this program. “Thanks to CISC, these two students were given the opportunity at Marwen 
to continue exploring art in greater depth at no cost,” says Ms. Lewis. “This is a very special gift to these two 
budding artists.”

School Highlights

“[Thanks to] CISC referrals, our students 
have heard traditional Mexican musicians 
perform at Old Town, jammed to rock and 
rollin’ kids at Schuba’s, and witnessed civil 
rights theatre at the Holocaust Museum. 
Not only do our students get to explore 
arts in a way they wouldn’t ordinarily, they 
get to explore the city and discover its 
cultural treasures.”

Liz Parrot, 
Resource Coordinator

Pulaski Elementary School

“I value a variety of arts enrichment 
programs. Our teachers appreciate the 
opportunities to increase our students’ 
exposure to museums, theater, and 
music performances.”

Keshia Warner, 
Assistant Principal

Drake Elementary School
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Top Three Areas of Need at CISC School Partners
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	 Address Student Needs

	 Schools Receive In-depth Arts Programs through 
	 CISC Partners

	 Libby School Students Learn Teamwork, 
	 Snowboarding at Chill Program

See inside for:

A student from Perspectives Charter School asks a question while aboard 
the Mattie C. Stewart Foundation’s Choice Bus. For more on this bus and 
a special screening of InsideOut, a documentary film that captures the 
stories of prison inmates who have dropped out of school, turn to 
page three.


