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During the 2010-2011 school year, 2,900 students and 40 teachers from 23 Communities In Schools 
of Chicago (CISC) partner schools benefitted from the StoryBus program, which includes a series of 
professional development workshops for teachers, classroom materials, and visits from a professional 
storyteller and from the actual StoryBus. Recently, we sat down with Lou Bank, executive director of 
StoryBus since 2005, who described the impact of this early childhood literacy program. 

What do teachers, students and families receive as part of the program?
This is a program that really helps teachers become better teachers, gives them ownership of their 
classroom and at the same time helps the students by utilizing techniques that don’t seem to be part of 
most curricula. Besides being a whole lot of fun, we know that students learn by repetition. Students 
are also getting this rich arts experience. We also teach the teachers to implement their own family 
literacy workshop at the school. It’s a whole mix of techniques that have been proven vital to schools and 
renewing for teachers. 

Tell us about the StoryBus.
When people think of the program they tend to think of the big shiny object, which is our mobile 
children’s museum – and it’s certainly an important facet of the program. But probably the more important 
aspect is the Erikson Institute-implemented professional development that teachers receive before that big 
shiny object arrives at the school. 

How has partnership with CISC bene�tted the StoryBus program?
The biggest impact that CISC has had on our program is helping us reach more schools. 

How has StoryBus impacted students and teachers?
In the last year, 81 percent of the teachers that we surveyed afterwards were able to identify specific 
activities that they implemented from the curriculum. Ninety-two percent saw increased student interest in 
and excitement for reading. Seventy percent reported that students developed identifiable skills that the 
teachers attributed to the StoryBus program. 

Community Partner Spotlight: 
StoryBus

Students love the opportunity to tour the StoryBus at their schools. Teachers act out the story of The Three Little Pigs during one of the StoryBus’ Erikson Institute-led 
professional development sessions.



Each year, Communities In 
Schools of Chicago (CISC) 
connects arts enrichment 
programs to more than 20,000 
Chicago students. On June 14, 
art lovers and collectors enjoyed 
a unique and behind-the-
scenes introduction to artifact 
conservation at The Conservation 
Center. Hosted by CISC board 
members Ellen Carnahan, Kevin 
Evanich, Barb Ford, Lanny Passaro 
and Doug Walter, the event 
was an exclusive opportunity to 
learn about art conservation, art 
education and CISC. 

One highlight of the evening 
– just one of a series of special 
events for donors and friends 
of CISC – was when Heather 
Becker, CEO of The Conservation 
Center, led guests on a tour of 
the facilities. Attendees heard 
from staff about the techniques 
used to conserve work, including 
the methods that are the least 
invasive and maintain the original 
intent of the artist as best as 
possible. “It was fascinating to 
see the conservators at work,” 
shared Ellen Carnahan. “We 
truly appreciate Heather and The 

Conservation Center providing 
such a special opportunity for 
Communities In Schools of 
Chicago and our supporters.”

Another highlight was when 
Rachel Lampley, counselor 
at Cullen Elementary, spoke 
to the audience about the 
benefits of arts programming 
for the students at her school. 
Members of the audience were 
impressed with her impassioned 
words about the school’s need 
for resources and the exciting 
partnerships they are developing 
through CISC to address their needs.

Following this exceptional 
evening, participants made 
generous gifts to help CISC 
connect arts programs to 
students. As a friend and 
supporter of CISC, there are 
many exclusive opportunities 
available to you. If you are 
interested in identifying an event 
that matches your interests, 
please contact Becca Kopf, 
director of development and 
communications, at 312.829.2475, 
ext. 20 or bkopf@chicagocis.org. 
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Otis Elementary students discuss the art work they created during the Shanti Foundation for Peace Math and Arts Integration Residency program.

Since February 2011, the following 
corporations and foundations have 
supported CISC’s efforts to help our 
city’s students learn and achieve:

Adams Street Partners, LLC
Allstate Foundation
Baxter International, Inc.
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois
Castle Foundation, Inc.
CME Group Foundation
Hub International Limited
I.A. O’Shaughnessy Foundation
Kirkland & Ellis Foundation
William G. McGowan Charitable 		
	 Fund
PepsiCo Chicago
Polk Bros. Foundation
Private Bank
SmartBet Charity
Speh Family Foundation
Topfer Family Foundation
U.S. Equities Realty

CISC thanks the following 
individuals who are impacting 
Chicago’s students as members of 
our Leaders in Learning Circle:

Jeanne Affelder and Jeff Weissglass
Thomas Bagley
Vinay and Lynn Couto
Ellen Carnahan and Bill Daniels
Shawn M. Donnelley and 
Christopher Kelly
Barbara Ford
James and Carol Hansen
Lanny and Terry Passaro
Gregory and Carmelina Stoklosa
Joan W. Ward

CISC Thanks Our 
Recent Supporters

CISC Hosts Unique Arts Event
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Top 10 Areas of Need at CISC Partner Schools
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Number of Schools Accessing Services: 2010-2011
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Number of Schools Accessing Services: 2010-2011
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connections

CISC FYI: Areas of Greatest Need and 
Service Connections
During the 2010-2011 school year, violence prevention, healthcare services and arts enrichment programs continued 
to top the priority list of many Communities In Schools of Chicago (CISC) partner schools. Thanks to CISC’s targeted 
recruitment and cultivation of community partners, those were also the three areas in which we made the most 
connections for our schools last year. Below are graphs that show the top 10 areas of greatest need at our partner 
schools, as well as the number of schools accessing services in various priority areas.
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Emmett Till Math & Science Academy
Cool Classics! was one of more than 25 new 
community partners working with Communities 
In Schools of Chicago (CISC) last year. The non-
profit uses classic books to connect children to 
the world of reading, art, culture and ideas. The 
program focused this year on the classic children’s 
book, Ferdinand the Bull. Each session began with 
a reading of the book, followed by art-making 
projects, theater activities, and field trips that 
spiral back to the themes and vocabulary in 
the book.

The young students at CISC partner Till Academy 
loved participating in the program. That was 
obvious from their final presentation: a dramatic 
interpretation of the Ferdinand story for their 
parents. Parents enjoyed the program as well. 
One parent noted, “It is nice to get to know the 
kids, know the Cool Classics! team and go on all 
the field trips.”

Jonathan Burr Elementary
On June 6, Burr Elementary hosted a career day 
for its students that included presentations from 
three CISC partner organizations: University of 
Illinois Extension, motivational speaker Sherard 
Sharpe, and the Chicago Fire Department. 
Approximately 80 students participated, learning 
about careers in the animal sciences, professional 
acting and firefighting. According to Diane 
Davis, counselor/case manager at Burr, “CISC’s 
contribution to the success of Burr’s career day 
was invaluable! The presenters were prompt, 
prepared, professional and inspiring. Both the 
children and the staff were impressed with all of 
the presenters and are looking forward to next 
year’s career day.”

Communities In Schools National Launches 
CIS Kids Campaign
Communities In Schools (CIS) National is the 
nation’s leading dropout prevention organization, 
having the only model proven to both decrease 
dropout rates and increase graduation rates. 
While we remain extremely proud of our success 
to date, our work is just beginning. CIS has 
recently launched a new national grassroots 
action movement, The Communities In Schools 
Kids Campaign. 

The Kids Campaign is an online networking 
site that provides CIS staff and supporters with 
information and updates; connects you with 
supporters in your local area; and helps to spread 
our organizational cause. If you are interested 
in joining the campaign, visit http://action.
communitiesinschools.org/register.asp. Thank you 
for your continued support of our mission.
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Students from Till Elementary act out the story of Ferdinand the Bull as part of the culmination of the 
Cool Classics! program.



	 Children’s Museum Program Leads to Community 
	 and Parent Collaboration

	 “39-foot museum on wheels” visits Chicago schools

	 Early elementary students at Till Academy learn about 
	 the Cool Classics

815 w van buren, suite 300
chicago, il 60607

communities in schools of chicago
815 west van buren • suite 300

chicago, il  60607 • tel: 312.829.2475 
www.chicagocis.org
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See inside for:

Otis Elementary third-grade students had the chance to participate in the 
Shanti Foundation for Peace’s Math and Arts Integration Residency. See 
inside for more CISC programs that work with young elementary students.


